
 

 

1st February 2011 

 

Re: Academy Status 

 

 

Dear _______________ 

 

In response to the whole school meeting about Academy status on the 11th of January, I 

would like to share my thoughts about the proposed change of status of the ______ School. 

 

For a number of reasons I am not in favour of the ______ becoming an Academy school. 

Some of these reasons are ideological, some are practical; I feel very strongly about this 

issue because I care deeply for the school and its future. 

 

There is no substantial evidence to suggest that the situation we find ourselves in will get 

worse if we do not become an Academy. On the other hand I am unable to see how 

Academy status will improve things, be it my working day or the wellbeing and performance 

of the children in our care. 

 

There has been much concern expressed at the viability of ______ and ______ Borough 

Councils with regards the current economic situation and the opting out of Academy schools; 

this concern has been offered as an incentive towards Academy status, however there are 

other options which I feel have not been fully explored, for example, schools and Councils 

banding together to share expertise, services and costs.  

 

The amount of money allocated to the school from the government may be more than we 

currently receive, and we might be able to save money by only buying in services that we 

use, however given that no concrete financial information has been provided it is 

impossible to know until we have jumped. I do not believe that the decision to become an 

Academy can be classed as an informed decision if all the necessary information is not 

available.   

 

As outlined in the Public Accounts Committee report of the 19th of January there are 

serious concerns over the ability of the government to provide oversight of Academy schools 

with particular focus on the financial management of both Academy federations and 

individual schools. Worries about financial security would not necessarily end if the ______ 

were to opt out.   

 



During the meeting of the 11th it was stated that if the school were to become an Academy 

and something serious should happen which the school was unable to cover, the LEA would 

be obligated to supply an education for the children at that institution and would so step in. 

If the LEA is obligated, surely this would also apply if the threatened dissolution of WBC 

actually happened?  

 

Will being an Academy guarantee increased funding and greater financial stability to the 

school? Will it bring an improved environment? Will it guarantee a Sixth Form will remain on 

site? I feel that the answer to all these questions is no. What will becoming an Academy 

categorically improve?  

 

It has been said that becoming an Academy now will enable us as a school to take charge of 

our own destiny – I would counter that by saying that the idea of being “in charge” and thus 

in control is just an illusion, that the push towards Academy status is primarily motivated 

by fear. As an Outstanding school we are being “encouraged” by the Secretary of State for 

Education to “opt out” - Where Mr. Gove says encourage I say forced due to a lack of 

options, not an increase. The idea that increased choice will provide a more cost effective, 

better quality service than that that is currently provided by the public sector has been 

proved on many prior occasions to be a false one. Is competition as found in the free-

market something that should be in education? I would say not. 

 

As a teacher of Art I do not fear change but try to understand and embrace The New, be it 

new concepts, techniques or methodologies; change should be for the better if at all 

possible but most importantly change needs to be evaluated: Is it change for the sake of 

change or will change make a difference in a positive way that is balanced with the impact 

it might make?  

 

I believe what you and the Governors say when you talk about Pay and Conditions remaining 

the same, however I am also well aware that assurances made do not always follow through 

into reality: There is no guarantee that Pay and Conditions will remain the same, just as 

there is no guarantee the current government will still be in power in five years’ time. 

People retire, staffing changes, ministers are reshuffled. Looking at what happened in 

Further Education and at current Academies I am very concerned.  

 

Ideologically there is also the question as to whether we as a supposed profession are right 

to follow such a personal view of education as that espoused by Mr. Gove. The push towards 

Academies and Free Schools does not seem to be based in carefully thought through, well 

considered evidence, but more of a pick-and-mix approach that does not seem to show 

much thought as to the possible consequences on either the individual or the community.  

 



In the Academies Bill the idea of “consultation” of stakeholders is raised, however there is 

no definition of what this entails which I think is very troubling; when schools wished to 

become Grant Maintained stakeholders had to vote on the proposition and certain 

percentages needed to be passed in order for the proposal to carry. I feel that this would 

be a fairer way to decide the matter currently under consideration. 

 

I would like to end this letter by reiterating that I care deeply for the school and the people 

that contribute to its continued success.  

 

Yours Sincerely 

 

 

 

____________ 

 

 

 

 

 


